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Former cafeteria's fate remains unclear

Check Inside

By Sam Strozzo

Editorial: Dining Services

AASU students can now
enjoy cafeteria facilities lo
cated in the newly opened
Student Union. The new
dining facilities offer stu
dents a varied buffet-style
menu throughout the day,
along with a place to re
late and catch up between
classes. However, many
students wonder what will
become of the old cafete
ria in the Memorial College
Center.
Although the answer is
not yet set in stone, the
space is set for improve
ments.
Student Government As
sociation President Zerik
Samples said, "We hope to
make [the old cafeteria] the
ultimate hangout spot on
campus."
Current plans include
Photo by Andrea Cervone
opening a food court, add The MCC cafeteria remains empty after dining services was moved to the new Student Union.
ing a game room and po
tentially opening a theater dining services, he said the will also join the new food strain on Dining Services, panies rather than the uni
in the space.
Quiznos, currently locat court's lineup, Samples especially as AASU c ontin versity. Although Dining
Louis Duran, general ed in University Hall, will said.
ues to grow in enrollment.
Services would supervise
-manager of AASU's Dining be moved into the space,
This would create a small
The a la carte purchas the franchised restaurants'
Services, briefly comment and the university will po food court to offer an alter ing format in this facility activities, the university
ed on the plans to convert tentially invite an outside native to The Galley, similar would mirror what dining would be largely removed
the MCC cafeteria space franchise into the existing to what other universities services formerly offered in from the financial and lointo a secondary a la carte kitchen space as well.
offer to students. Another the space, but the provid
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dining space. To centralize
A ribs-focused restaurant dining facility would ease ers would be external com

SGA organizes
financial aid
forum
By Brad Curran
Staff Reporter

•

I
On Monday, Sept. 27, the
Student Government As
sociation discussed their
planned student financial
aid forum, entitled "Money
Breakdown." The forum
is scheduled to take place
Thursday, Oct. 21 from 7 to
9 p.m. in University Hall,
room 156. The event serves
as a bridge between students
and faculty regarding money
and housing related issues
AASU students deal with
daily.
The panel of guests at the
forum will include Lee Ann
Kirkland from the Finan
cial Aid office, Jessica Da
vis from the Bursar's office,
Suzanne Welsch from the
Housing office, Louis Duran
from Dining Services and
Greg Surette from Card Ser
vices.
The forum is intended to
address issues students en
counter involving financial
aid, housing issues, meal
plans and Pirate Cards. The
itinerary that was issued at
the meeting lists the objec
tive of the meeting as "To im
prove communication with
AASU Campus Services staff
and students on important
Financial Aid information in
order to decrease confusion
about the Financial Aid pro
cess."
The forum will begin with
an introduction from Sena
tor Denise Butts, followed by
the introduction of the pan
el. Each panelist will then
present on the topic which
they represent, after which
there will be a question and
answer session between the
panelists and the audience.
The forum is open to all
students, and pizza and re
freshments will be provided.

Smoking ban impacts Savannah venues
By Alex Sheridan

Tourists and locals alike
come from all around tosee the
unique squares, the old oaks
decorated with Spanish moss
and the Savannah's historic
buildings. As it gets later in the
day, these people also seek out
the nightlife and live music,
where drinking and smoking
seem inevitable.
On Jan. 1, the City of Savan
nah will enact a new law that
bans smoking from bars. The
city ordinance requires that
smokers stand 10 feet away
from the entrances to public
buildings when smoking. Busi
ness owners have voiced their
concerns.
"My initial feelings were that
it's going to hurt me financial
ly," said Susanne Warnekros,

Courtesy of Rich Sugg (MCT)
An ordinance passed in August by Savannah City Council, set to take
effect Jan. 1, 2011, outlaws smoking in certain public buildings and
places, including bars.

owner of the Jinx. "I went to all
the city council mee tings and
fought this law as much aspos
sible. I feel like I'm being crimi

nalized. I have a big problem
with not being able to smoke
in my own business. All of my
employees, with the exception

of one, smoke.
"I'm going to have to hire
more employees so my other
employees can have smoke
breaks. Ill have my clientele
standing next to the crowd
from the Mercury Lounge, and
there are going to be fights.
When tourists come to Savan
nah and see that, they won't
want to comeback."
Warnekros said she had
friends who were bar own
ers in San Francisco wh en a
smoking ban was passed in the
'90s. After t he law went into
effect, people stayed at home
to drink, which caused busi
nesses to make less money. Bar
owners hadto letemployees go
and bands were affected to the
extent that they couldn't make
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AASU bids farewell to vice president of Student
By F. Reese Shellman III
Copy Editor
copy.inkwell@gmail.com

On the afternoon of Fri
day, Sept. 24, a small crowd
of friends and colleagues
gathered to say goodbye to
Vicki McNeil, AASU's vice
president of Student Af
fairs. They met in the ball
room of the Student Union
to celebrate McNeil's ten
ure in office.
Members of the Student
Government
Association
were on hand to give Mc
Neil a plaque commemorat
ing her time at AASU. SGA
President Zerik Samples,
along with Vice President
Ty Slater and Secretary
Eleora Marcel, presented
'the award while praising
McNeil's legacy at AASU.
They thanked McNeil for
the countless hours she de
voted to students.
"Words cannot express
what you have done for
Armstrong," Samples said
to McNeil.
McNeil is leaving AASU
to take a position at Uni

versity of North Carolina at
Greensboro as the assistant
vice chancellor of Student
Affairs.
McNeil has been re
sponsible for several new
changes to AASU since she
arrived in January of 2 007,
including the new Student
Recreation Center, the Stu
dent Union and Windward
Commons.
McNeil will head roughly
half of UNC-Greensboro's
Student Affairs in her new
position. The creation of a
new 250,000 square foot
student recreation center
is among her new respon
sibilities.
A search committee will
be formed to locate possi
ble applicants for the posi
tion McNeil vacates. Kevin
Hampton, a professor in
AASU's Department of A rt,
Music and Theatre, will
chair the committee, which
will include faculty and stu
dents and begin its search
in November. Bill Kelso,
the assistant vice president
of Student Affairs, will fill

1

Vice President of Student Affairs Vicki McNeil plays the piano in the Student
Union ballroom moments before the start of her farewell party on Friday,
Sept. 24.

McNeil's position in the in
terim.
McNeil said she would
miss AASU and its stu
dents, which she described
as determined to be good
students and citizens.
"I think what I'll always
rememfier is that the stu
dent that comes to Arm
strong is the student that
wants an education," Mc
Neil said.
McNeil said that she
shares the values of AASU
students because she was a

V

first-generation student.
Anne Marie Grayson, who
used to work under McNeil
in Student Affairs, said that
McNeil led by example.
"When she's around, I try
to be a better employee,"
Grayson said. "She sets a
really high standard."
Grayson also said that
McNeil always thought of
the students first. Grayson
said that McNeil respected
the ability of the SGA to

adapts to university
growth

Correction:
The story Appearing in the Sept.
14 issue about Kalenda Eaton's
departure from AASU contained
several inaccuracies. Language
made it appear four instructors
were hired to teach Eaton's AfricanAmerican literature classes. In fact,
instructors were already hired and
Eaton was only slated to teach one
such course this semester. Lauren
Mason is teaching the course. The
names of courses we reported
Eaton to be teaching at Arcadia
University were inaccurate. The
source for that information was
incorrectly attributed. Jo Ann
Weiner, who was cited, was not
actually spoken to.

Campus Briefs
Fall break library hours

Lane Library will be open
regular hours on Oct. 9 and
10, the weekend before fall
break. Hours on Oct. 11 and 12
will be 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. only.
Regular hours will resume on
Wednesday, Oct. 13.
AASU physical therapy
students conducting injury
prevention research

Teams of AASU physical
therapy students are
conducting research on injury
prevention. Participants will
receive free BioDex balance
testing and movement
screening. Anyone between
the ages of 18 and 45 who
is interested in being a
subject for the study should
contact the research team at
movementscreen@gmail.com
or call Casey at 478-542-0094,
or Gina at 770-656-9481.

Pirate Crew needed for
Pirate Fest

AASU's pirate ship will
participate in the Tybee Island
2010 PirateFest on Saturday,
Oct. 9, and AASU is in need of
crew members for the parade.
Participants must be AASU
students or staff/faculty
members, provide their own
pirate garb and be willing to
help out for a couple hours
to help get the float back in
parade form. In the event that
there are more people than
can be accommodated on the
float, crewmembers who want
to walk in the parade and
hand out candy to the many
thousands of fans along the
route will be welcome.
The parade begins at 1 p.m.,
so crewmembers will need
to be on Tybee Island and
ready to go at 12:30 p.m. The
parade usually takes about
two hours to complete. To get
more information about the
sixth annual PirateFest, visit
tybeeisland.com/piratefest.
Any questions about serving
as a crewmember aboard the
Armstrong Atlantic, should
contact Alice Adams of the
Department of Health Sciences
at Alice.Adams@armstrong.edu,
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Life
on Campus

President Obama addresses student journalists
By Lauren Griffin
News Editor
news.inkwell@gmail .com

On Sept. 27, President Barack
Obama held a conference call
with student journalists from
across th e nation. During this
call the president joked about
attending parties in Madison,
Wis.,
and
congratulated
Pennsylvania State University
and the University of California,
Los Angeles on their recent
football victories.
Opening the call, Obama said,
"You guys are going to drive the
future success of the United
States."
Before taking questions
Obama outlined the plans he
has and the action he has taken
that he said ensure the success
of young Americans and the
United States economy. He said
that he is taking all of the steps
necessary to ensure that every
young person gets the best
education possible.
Obama gave a brief overview
of how his administration is
working to make college more
affordable. He said that his
administration has tripled the
investment in college tax credits
for middle-class families. The
administration has increased
the value of Pell Grants and is
taking steps to make sure that
the fundingfor the grants keeps
up with the inflation of co llege
tuition. He also said that they
are simplifying financial aid
forms.
The president touched on the
recent development that young
adults canstay on their parents'
insurance until they are 26years

Official White House Photo by Pete Souza
President Barack Obama participates in a conference call w ith college and
university student-journalists from the Oval Office, Sept. 27.

old, provided they do not have
a job that offers them health
insurance.
Obama said another goal that
his administration has is to
make sure that more students
complete college.
"We've done okay in terms of
college enrollment rates, but
more than a third of America's
college students and more than
half of our minority students
don't earn adegree," he said.
He said the administration is
working on a college access and
completion fund that would
help to improve college, success
rates, particularlyfor those from
disadvantaged backgrounds.
After the president opened up
the floor questions a student
journalist posed the question of
our generation being the 'lost
generation," referring to the
state of th e economy an d the
probability of new graduates
findingjobs.
In response Obama said, "I
think your generation is going
to be just fine."

He added that nine out of 10
people who are looking for work
can still find work.
He said t he key to ensuring
a future for college students
was to continue improving the
economy. He noted that though
the economy and Americans
are currently going through a
difficult period, college students
stand a chance.
"Right now we're going
through a tough time but I have
no doubt thatyou guys are going
to be successful," he said.
Another st udent asked the
president why he was visiting
Madison, Wis., the next day.
"Back in 2008, a lot young
people got involved in my
campaign
because...people
generally felt that we needed to
bring about some fundamental
changes in how we operate,"
Obama said.
He reminded students to not
just get involved in the initial
presidential election, but to,
continue following politics and
vote in the midterm elections.

'You can't suddenly just
check in once every 10 years or
so, on an exciting presidential
election, and then not pay
attention during big midterm
elections where we've got a real
big choice between Democrats
and Republicans."
The last issue Obama touched
on during the question and
answer session was the rising
cost of higher education and
how students are not able to
keep up with it. Obama said
that he and his administration
are working make Pell grants
meet the inflation of tuition, but
he said that if tuition inflation
continues at itscurrent rate that
we will be "right back where we
started, putting more money
in but it's all being absorbed by
these,higher costs."
Obama said universities should
be spending money on their
main focus, which is education.
He noted that when he visits
colleges and universities around
the country the one thing that
he notices is the fancy athletic
facilities and dining halls.
"It's sure a lot nicer than it was
when I was going to college," he
said. "Somebody has to pay for
that."
He closed the conference call
by encouraging students Jo
be smart consumers and stay
involved with national and local
politics.
"We've got an election coming
up. I want everybody to be well
informed and to participate. If
you do, then Ifeel veryoptimistic
about the country's future."

Where we ask
you. what you think.

Reported by Andrea Cervone
Photography Editor
photo.inkwell@gmail.com

Do you live on campus, why or why not?"

"I live on campus because honestly,
if I didn't, I would never make it to
class."
Amber Davis, Englishcommunications
senior

"I live off campus, mainly because
it is much cheaper to live with your
family than it is to pay for all those
nonsense fees."
Francisco Resto, international studies
senior

"I live off campus because
they won't allow me to live
on campus. I'm a few years
too old,"
John Rossell, engineering
freshman

" I live off campus because I'm too
old to live on campus, and I like to
live by my own rules."
Zach Troughton, economics
senior

theinkwellonline.com

AASU females learn risk reduction, self-defense techniques
UPD schedules additional DATE classes to meet demand
By Kristen Powell
Senior News Reporter

University Police Depart
ment officers taught nine fe
males preventive measures
and self-defense techniques
for protection at AASU's first
Defense and Tactical Educa
tion class at the Aquatic and
Recreation Center Sept. 22.
Lt. Joseph Peny, Lt. John
Bennett, Lt. I saac Strickland
and Officer Erica Coreno dis
cussed several ways women
can reduce risk to them
selves, such as not walking or
jogging alon e and not wear
ing headphones, as well as
changing routes to become
less predictable in their daily
routine.
Throughout the evening,
instructors stressed the im
portance of showing confi
dence in addition to being
aware of one's surroundings.
"Remember, they're look
ing for the weak, timid vic

Crime Blotter

Suspect arrested for
forgery of student's
checks
By Kristen Powell
Senior News Reporter

Jesse Tyrone Sanders re
mained in jail without bond
Sept. 27 after an investiga
tion stemming from an oncampus burglary.
Lt. Joseph Peny of the
University Police Depart
ment said a student told
her community assistant
that her purse and book bag
had been stolen from her
Compass Point residence
Sept. 21, and the CA im
mediately called the police
department and urged the
student to cancel her bank
accounts and credit cards.
Peny said the CA's quick
actions led to the arrest of
the suspect just three days
after the incident, as well as
preventing more financial

tim," Peny said of aggressors.
Women appear less vul
nerable when they keep their
head up and make eye contact
with others. Peny explained
that keeping one's head down
indicates fear.
Coreno said a woman
should act like she is not the
type to be messed with.
"Walk like you're some
body," she said. "Show confi
dence."
Participants learned de
fensive strikes including the
hammer fist, elbow strike and
knee strike, as well as how to
escape several holds an at
tacker may use.
Akilah Futch, an adminis
trative assistant for student
affairs, said the training was
important to her because she
sometimes has to jog at night
due to her schedule. She said
she now feels a little more
prepared.
Futch said that during the

her, although Augusma joked
that she forced her friends to
come.
Paez said she had a good
time at the DATE class and
that she had signed up on the
waiting list for the upcom
ing Rape Aggression Defense
class University Police off er
ing Oct. 16.
The RAD class and the Oct.
6 DATE class are both at ca
pacity, Peny said. Because
they filled up so quickly, Uni
versity Police has scheduled
Photo by Andrea Cervone
Lieutenant Joseph Peny works with freshman Imani Augusma on properly
two more DATE classes for
executing a defensive strike during the Sept. 22 DATE class.
Oct. 26 and Oct. 28.
The classes will again take
class, she vaguely recalled joring in nursing, said afriend
taking something similar in persuaded her to come to the place at the Aquatic Center
the past but that it was good class and that she also saw an from 7 to 9 p.m.
Peny said if interest re
to have a refresher.
e-mail Peny sent out with in
mains high University Police
"I have to admit, when I'm formation about DATE.
out there, there are moments
"I always wanted to take a may schedule more classes
... [when] you just get this ee self-defense class," Paez said, for early November.
To sign up for a class or to
rie feeling where I just know so her friend Imani Augusma,
I need to finish up and go a freshman majoring in elec join the waiting list, e-mail
home," she said.
trical engineering, did not Coreno at erica.coreno@armAreli Paez, a freshman ma- need to do much to convince strong.edu.

fall-out for the student.
"Without the victim com
ing in such a timely man
ner, it could have cost
this girl hundreds or even
thousands of dollars," Peny
said.
Officer Dion DeRoia, who
responded to the initial re
port, said the student had
her front door unlocked
while she was in another
room. She heard the front
door open and assumed
it was her roommate, but
when she came into the
room later, no one was
there and her belongings
were missing.
University police located
the book bag and purse and most of their scattered
contents - under a stair
well, but the victim's wal
let and cell phone were not
among the items.
Peny said the suspect's
method of operation in this
case reminded him and Lt.
John Bennett of an inci

dent they investigated in
December 2008, and that
as he pulled the case file,
University Police received
a call from the victim re
porting that someone was
attempting to cash a check
from her bank account
at the SunTrust Bank on
Skidaway Road and Victory
Drive.
Peny said that because
the student had contacted
her bank and the account
was flagged, the teller knew
to confiscate the suspect's
check and ID.
University Police learned
the suspect attempting
to cash the check was the
same person arrested for
the 2008 incidents, which
involved credit cards:
DeRoia said Universitiy
Police received notice the
following day, Sept. 22,
that someone was attempt
ing to cash another check
from the account at the
SunTrust Bank in Kroger

on East Gwinnett Street.
Savannah-Chatham Met
ropolitan .police picked up
Sanders Sept. 24 based
on University Police war
rants and a warning poster
DeRoia created and sent
out, Peny said.
DeRoia said that Sanders
received four years' pro
bation for the December
2008 crimes, and his next
hearing for the most recent
incident is scheduled for
Oct. 4.
Sanders is charged with
forgery in the first degree,
a felony and theft by re
ceiving stolen property,
according to the Chatham
County Sheriffs booking
website.
DeRoia said there is a
possibility of another sus
pect, who may have at
tempted to cash the second
check.
Peny said police officers
ask people to make sure
they secure their rooms be

cause unlocked doors cre
ate a feeding ground for
thieves.
"If you leave your door
open, then ... there is a
greater risk of somebody
coming into your apart
ment, and possibly not
even ... stealing something,
but possibly trying to cause
you harm," Peny said.
A student reported to
University Police that his
book bag, which contained
several books and a cal
culator, had been missing
from his Compass Point
apartment's common area
for two days on Sept. 20.
The complainant said
that he and his roommate
had friends over on the
evening of Sept. 17 and that
he had gone to bed before
everyone left, according to
the police report. The book
bag is black with the logo,
"Billabong," written in
green letters.
University Police officers

Some helpful safety tips:
Around your vehicle:

•Have yoiir keys ready.
•Look around, under and
inside the vehicle.
•Do not secure kids inside until
you are ready.
•Park in well-lit areas.
•Do not drive to your home if
you are being followed.
At the work place:

•Do not work alone.
•Report poorly lit work areas.
•Discuss safety concerns with
supervisors, such as working in
isolated areas.
At home:

•Use last name and initials on
mailboxes and directories.
•Lock doors whenever you
enter or leave.
•Don't leave a spare key for
someone to find.

responded to a report of
forcible entry in University
Crossings Sept. 19.
According to the police
report, the complainant
said he arrived home at ap
proximately 4:30 p.m. af
ter being away the previous
evening and noticed his bi
cycle was missing and his
bedroom door was open.
After looking through the
apartment, the student re
ported his laptop and vari
ous medications were also
gone.
Police are still investigat
ing the incident.
University Police were
dispatched to Victor Hall
Sept. 20 in reference to ^
male subject who was act
ing suspicious, according
to the police reports.
De"Roia said a staff work
er reported a male asking
several people about a stu
dent on campus, but police
were unable to locate the
subject.
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The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be less than 350 words, and they must be
signed. E-mail your submission to chief.inkwell@gmail.com.
Opinions expressed in op/ed columns or in editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the newspaper.
The Inkwell reserves the right to edit for grammar and spelling.

Dining Services adapts to university growth
Inkwell editorial board

In editorials past, we've
addressed various issues in
volving AASU's Dining Ser
vices, such as mandatory
meal plans for on-campus
students, excessive waste,
operating hours and lack of
variety in menu items. The
addition of The Galley this
semester nullifies many of
these issues, though it's in
troduced a few new note
worthy complications.
One of The Galley's great
est improvements over past
cafeteria practices is that it
is much more eco-friendly.
In the past, all students re
ceived to-go boxes with their
food, which created a lot of
garbage over time. In con
trast, patrons of T he Galley
are currently provided with
dishes and silverware that
are washed well everyday
and reused.
Of the 1,000 to 1,500 peo
ple served daily by The Gal
ley, only roughly 200 to-go
boxes are handed out per
day. This produces signifi
cantly less waste because
fewer boxes are served —
not to mention they're bio
degradable.
While the to-go boxes
have a 25-cent price tag, a
quarter is a small price to
pay for the environment.
And considering that Amer

icans waste more than 31
million tons of food annu
ally, anything helps.
Going green isn't The Gal
ley's only improvement this
year. With the all-you-caneat style of dining and an
open kitchen, the wait for
food is drastically reduced.
In addition, roughly 50
percent more people are
now served by AASU Dining
Services on average, thanks
to both the increased hours
and The Galley's ability to
seat 331 people. This en
ables campus dining to be
more accessible and slightly
less crowded.
The situation regarding
meal plans is also different.
In the past, it was difficult
for students to polish off
quite as much food as their
meal plans allotted for. This
forced students to often buy
much more than they would
normally just to get the most
of th eir money, resulting in
wasted food.
How students pay for their
meals this year is different.
Instead of swiping dollar
after dollar off a declining
balance, students, depend
ing on their meal plan, get
either five, 14 or 19 meals
per week. These meals
can be used at any time.
Only after all of a student's
weekly meals are depleted
will money be taken from

a special declining balance,
known as "flex," which has a
balance of $100 to $150, de
pending on the meal plan.
Though most students with
meal plans live on campus,
options are available to
commuter students.
While this money does
not roll over like it did in
semesters past, students
can make more efficient use
of their money. When stu
dents eat in The Galley, they
are able to eat all they wish
until they leave. Assuming
students do not take more
than they are able to eat
at a time, less food will be
wasted.
The Galley is also now
open on weekends, so stu
dents may take advantage
of their meal plans then as
well. This is an improve
ment from the 2009-10
school year, when drinks
and snacks were common
ly sold out due to students
stocking up for the week
end.
On top of all this, The Gal
ley has an A health rating
and nutritional information
is provided for all of The
Galley's meals.
Of all the cafeteria-related
issues The Inkwell has writ
ten on in the past, The Gal
ley admittedly solves almost
all of them.
Bravo.

However, there are still
some concerns regarding •
Dining Services. Growing
into a fitting service for a
large university is an im
portant goal for The Galley,
but because a large transi
tion like this cannot happen
overnight, some issues nat
urally arise in the process.
Although AASU may he
celebrating the arrival of its
largest residential popula
tion to date this semester,
this does not change the ,
fact that Dining Services
should accommodate for
professors and commuter
students. Since most com
muters don't purchase meal
plans, they don't receive
weekly meal credits and
must pay out of pocket.
Though The Galley may be
encouraging students to eat
together at the same place
to promote social unity, not
everyone wants this. There
are some people who wish
to just pay for a bag of chips
and a Red Bull and get out.
The Galley does not offer
a la carte items. The clos
est thing to retail dining in
the Student Union is the
Pirate's Pantry, which cur
rently does not accept credit
card payments. Pantry pa
trons can only pay with cash
or Pirate Cash.
Though Dining Services
General Manager Louis

Duran assured us credit
card machines will be up
and running soon, students
packing only plastic in their
wallets haven't been able
to purchase items from the
Pantry since the start of t he
semester.
Students who only have
credit or debit cards have
to withdraw cash from the
ATM before they can pur
chase the a la carte items
- such as cold sandwiches
and salads - offered at the
Pantry. While that's not
too inconvenient in theory,
anyone who's not a First
Chatham Bank customer
has to pay a surcharge to
use ATMs on campus. These
students - commuters who
probably don't have Pirate
Cash - have only two oth
er options to purchase a la
carte items without leaving
campus: standing in line at
the always-busy Perk coffee
stand or walking to Quiznos
in University Hall.
Another point to con
sider - people can't enter
The Galley without eating
anything. Students who just
want to sit and hang out
with their friends are out
of luck. To a certain degree,
this rule makes sense - Din
ing Services is trying to pre
vent non-paying students
from mooching.
If cash registers were lo

cated at the entrances to the
serving area - as was the
case with the old cafeteria instead of at the entrances
to the dining area, this situ
ation could potentially be
resolved.
Though it's doubtful that
will change any time soon,
Dining Services does have
big plans for expansion. Du
ran said development plans
include retail dining op
tions and the renovation of
the Memorial College Cen
ter and old cafeteria. Quiz
nos may also be relocated to
make campus dining more
centralized.
Something else that's
nice - Dining Services is
passionate about consumer
feedback. Duran said staff
members check the "Arm
strong Dining" Facebook
page daily. It is an efficient
way for people to receive
news about The Galley and
share their concerns. Pa
trons can also express their
opinions by picking up and
filling out comment cards
located at The Galley's en
trances.
Hopefully this transition
into a full-fledged universi
ty dining system will be able
to satisfy everyone.

Know something The Inkwell should cover? E-mail news.inkwell@gmail.com and let us know.
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Hard choice on income taxes
to the hefty deficit over a
10-year period, money that
would have to be borrowed
from China and other over
With the Bush-era tax seas lenders.
cuts about to expire, Con
But wait, say proponents
gress faces a decision with of keeping the tax rates
profound consequences for where they are. Doesn't
the future of the economy. raising taxes on the wealthy
Unfortunately, the debate is threaten job creation at a
already being overwhelmed time when the unemploy
by myths, misinformation ment rate is 9.6 percent na
and partisan politics, a tionally, and even higher in
combination that threatens Florida? Not really.
to produce the wrong out
Spending on job creation
come and leave a majority and investment is tied more
of taxpayers in the lurch.
to the business cycle than to
Should the cuts be ex alterations in the tax rate.
tended, eliminated or mod Moody's Analytics Inc., an
ified? The right answer is to economic data research
keep tax cuts for the middle firm, says that when the
class — about 97 percent of wealthiest Americans get a
all taxpayers — and let them tax cut, they tend to save it
expire for top eqjners. That rather than spend it.
is not a populist, soak-theEarlier this year, the
rich approach, but rather nonpartisan
Congressio
one that responds to expe nal Budget Office cited the
rience and sound economic same reason to support a
practice.
finding that tax cuts are the
Eliminating all the cuts least effective way to spur
would hurt household bud the economy and reduce
gets at a time when the unemployment.
economy desperately needs
Recent economic history
more consumer spending. tends to back this up. Tax
To extend them for every increases in the early years
one — in cluding individu of the Clinton adminis
als earning over $200,000 tration were no bar to the
and families over $250,000 prolonged era of p rosperity
— wou ld add $700 billion and job creation that fol
Miami Herald
MCI

lowed. Conversely, when
President Bush signed his
first tax-cut measure in
June 2001, the economy
continued to lose jobs for
two more years.
But won't this hurt small
businesses? Again, the
myth does not withstand
scrutiny.
House Minority Leader
John Boehner recently con
ceded that only 3 percent of
small businesses would pay
higher taxes under the plan
favored by the Obama ad
ministration to keep mid
dle-class tax cuts and raise
them for the wealthy. The
Congressional Joint Com
mittee on Taxation recently
reported that 97 percent of
taxpayers with business in
come would get a cut under
Obama's plan.
Boehner said Republi
cans favor an all-or-noth
ing approach, yet he grudg
ingly conceded that his
party would support the
administration's version if
it lacked votes for its own
plan. But the next day, Sen
ate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell quickly rejected
this reasonable approach
and said his party would
not vote to increase taxes
for anyone.

One suggestion is to ex
tend the tax cuts for at
least a year or two, until
the economy improves.
This sounds like a good
compromise, but it merely
postpones a tough decision
at the cost of adding to the
deficit and clinging to the
hope that things will get
better later on.
The choice for Americans
is clear: We can have deficit
reduction or tax cuts for all,
but not both.
We opt for. deficit reduc
tion.
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SPORTS

Week of September 30,2010

Oct. l: Volleyball vs. Francis Marion at 7 p.m.

Oct. 4: Men's Tennis at Georgia Tech Invitational in Atlanta

Oct. 2: Soccer vs. Montevallo at 1 p.m.
Volleyball vs. UNC Pembroke at 3 p.m.
Men's Tennis at Georgia Tech Invitational in Atlanta

Oct. 5: Volleyball at West Georgia at 6 p.m.
Oct 6: Soccer at GCSU at 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 3: Men's Tennis at Georgia Tech Invitational in Atlanta

Knowledge flows at Health and Wellness fair
By Deja Adams

For students interested
in learning about how to
improve their overall health
and well-being, October's
Health and Wellness Fair is
the place to be. The Student
Recreation
Center,
in
coordination with AASU's
Department of Nursing,
is sponsoring this year's
Health and Wellness Fair
for students, faculty, staff
and alumni participation.
The event will take place
Wednesday, Oct. 6, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Student Union's secondfloor ballroom.
"The purpose of this event
istoworkwithoutside health
professionals so that they
can give out information on
their clinics, businesses and
provide educational health
info for students to gain
knowledge," said Megan
Feasel, AASU's Assistant
Director for Fitness and
Wellness.
Feasel is expecting more

Photo Courtesy of Maggie Bridgeman/MCT

than 30 health professionals
and experts to attend and
present information on
a variety of health and
wellness topics.
"Lifestyle change can
be facilitated through the

dissemination of valuable Department of Nursing.
health care tips provided . Though health isthe major
by the health care providers theme of the fair, other
participating In AASU's subjects will be addressed.
Health and Wellness Fair,"
"It's
about
overall
said Marilyn O'Mallon, an wellness,
including
assistant professor in the occupational and financial

wellness," Feasel said.
AASU's Office of Career
Services anda representative
from Wachovia will provide
information
on
these
topics.
"The Health and Wellness
Fair is aimed toward helping
people think about lifestyle
changes to promote overall
wellness of mind, body and
spirit," O'Mallon said.
The event will be set up
in a booth fair style where
students can walk around
and visit each booth, as well
as pick up information and
speak with professionals. It
is free to attend, and there
will also be drawings and
giveaways.
In addition, there will
also be activities including
bone scans by St. Joseph's
Wellness Center, blood
pressure
readings
by
AASU's nursing department
and flexibility and muscular
strength tests performed by
AASU's personal trainers.
"Health promotion and
educational
strategies

are powerful methods of
sharipg information to help
people discover ways to
enhance their personal well
being," O'Mallon said.
"For someone who doesn't
have health issues, it is
good to attend this event,"
Feasel said. "It's important
to educate Students about
preventative measures."
Planned Parenthood will
be addressing the issues
of sexually transmitted
diseases and birth control,
while Chatham Dermatology
will have a booth dedicated
to skin cancer detection and
prevention.
Other venders that will be
present at the fair include
Brighter Day Foods, which
willbeprovidinginformation
about supplements and
organic foods, and Fleet
Feet, which will be offering
information on proper foot
care. Clinique will discuss
sun and skin care, and GNC
will have information on
nutrition.

No. 10 Pirates sweep Georgia Southwestern, 2-0
Courtesy of
Sports Communications

AMERICUS - The No.
to-ranked
Armstrong
Atlantic State University
women's
soccer
team
stretched
its
current
undefeated
streak
to
seven victories with a 2-0
Peach Belt Conference
victory over host Georgia
Southwestern on Saturday,
Sept. 25, in Americus.
The Pirates (5-0-2) held
the Hurricanes (2-6, 0-2
PBC) without a shot for a
second straight meeting
in the victory, outshoofing
GSW 24-0 in the match.
Last season in a 4-0 win
over the Hurricanes in
Savannah,
the
Pirates
outshot the visitors 31-0.
AASU got on the board
in the ninth minute
as
sophomore
Emily
Cattanach was fouled in
the box, earning a penalty
kick. She converted for her
fourth goal of the season to
put the Pirates up, 1-0. The
Pirates finished the first
half with a 10-0 edge in
shots as well as a 6-0 edge
in corner kicks.
In the second half, AASU
doubled the lead in the
64th minute as sophomore

Morgan Mitchell headed
in a cross from junior Erin
O'Roprke for her second
goal of the season, making
the tally 2-0.
The Pirates notched their
third shutout of t he season
as AASU keeper Tracey
Mitchell did not have to
make a save. Southwestern
keeper Courtney Allison
made nine saves in the
match.
AASU enjoyed a 14-0
edge in corner kicks but
was whistled for off-sides
five times. Southwestern
committed seven fouls in
the match compared to
four for the Pirates.
"Georgia Southwestern
did a good job of getting
numbers behind the ball,"
AASU head coach Eric
Faulconer said. "They
made it a difficult match
for us today. I thought we
were lethargic in the first
half, but we played much
better in the second half."

Top: AASU g oalkeeper Tracey Mitchell sends the ball down field.
Mitchell made five saves during the Pirates' 0-0 draw with visiting
Wingate University Sept. 22.
Bottom left: Sophomore Courtney Cawley heads the ball during the
Sept. 22 match up between AASU and Wingate.
Bottom right: The Pirates' Lianne Stricklen collides with Wingate
player Kelly M oldenhauer Sept. 22.

Men's cross-country places 8th at invitational
By Courtney Richmond

On Saturday, Sept. 25,
the AASU men's cross
country team traveled to
Charleston, S.C. to compete
in the William Wilson
Citadel
Cross-Country
Invitational. This was the
team's second meet of the
season with new coach Alan
Segal. Most of the runners
increased their times and
placed higher on the results
roster.
AASU announced Coach
Segal as the team's head
coach this past July. This
new team is made up mostly

of freshmen who ran in high
school or transfer students
who ran for other colleges.
"I think we did great
for it being such a young
program. We keep getting
better," said Eric Van
Deventer, who placed 42nd
on Saturday with a record
time of 31:35.05.
The Division II win went
to Savannah College of Art
and Design, who placed first
out of the 11 teams, leaving
AASU to finish eighth. In
the previous match the
pirates finished ninth out
of 13 teams.
Saturday's meet welcomed
84 Division II runners with

the Pirates' David Prussia
placing 52nd with a time of
33:44.09 and Scott Lawson
finishing 53rd with a time
°f 33^45-50. Ryan Kozusko
finished 56th with a time
of 34:12.40, Josiah Siegel
finished 57th with a time of
34:i5*73, and Adam Doyle
finished at 67th with a time
of 35:42.90.
The 8k race took place at
the James Island County
Park in Charleston, which
welcomed both Division I
and II teams with a total
of 17 men's cross country
teams and 139 runners.
Deventer 'stated that the
team performed very well

for only the second meet
and stated that all the
runners beat
personal
record times.
Pirate
runners
face
their next meet on Oct.
16, at the USCB Sand
Shark Invitational. The
8k race will take place in
Hardeeville, S.C. Deventer
revealed that the team will
work mostly on ways to
increase their times and
keep their pace during the
race.

Do you love sports?
Then cover them for

THE INKWELL

3aseball, Softball, basketball and - oh yeah - the 2008-2009

Division II tennis national champions are all proof that sports are
alive and well at AASU. Get close to the players and the action

E-mail sports.inkwell@gmail.com to find out how.
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Pirates run for charity, celebration
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Pirates' Plunde
AASU Sports Trivia, previews and more

By Brittany Redding

Compiled by Brittany Hodges

AASU Sports Trivia

fresh
311(1 cri sP
earhT^T
y Saturday, Sept. 25 as

ninners gathered for the PL
rates on the Run 5k event. Su
zanne Ansley, the annual fund
coordinator for AASU's Office
of Advancement, took a mo
ment before the race to thank
the many sponsors who chose
to support the event.
^ In the shade of Forsyth
Park s immense trees, several
hundred of AASU's faculty,
staff students and supporters
stood anticipating the start of
the rim. Director of Marketing
and Communications at AASU
Brenda Forbis said that the
race yielded at least 250 regis
trants.
"It's a really good crowd for
our first race," said Forbis, who
helped new participants regis
ter during the hour before the
race.
Suzanne Ansley had antici
pated at least 200 participants,
so the final number exceeded
her expectations. With the reg
istration feetopping out at $22,
the large number of partici
pants helped raise a significant
amount of money for AASU's
Office of Recruiting and Stu
dent Scholarship.
The event's range of par
ticipants varied. There were
toddlers, senior citizens, fourlegged friends and even a few
pirates gathered around the
park.
AASU freshman Jeff Sperdito and senior Trae Pipkin stood
out from the crowd dressed in
full pirate attire complete with
swords for the race. Although
dressed in costume, the two
were serious about running for
a cause.

1. Who was the top-ranked singles player in NCAA Di
vision II for the Pirates?
2. How many PBC Conference titles have the Pirates
earned?
3. How many freshmen are on the 2010-11 men's ten
nis team?
4. How many years has Simon Earnshaw been the
head coach of the tennis teams?
5. When did the Pirates earn back-to-back NCAA Di
vision II National Championships?
•Check your answers at the bottom of the page.

On the horizon
Volleyball

AASU Students show their pirate pride during the 5k run through historic downtown Savannah on the morning of Sept. 25

"I do all of these runs to sup
port charity," Sperdito said.
"It's for a good cause,and I love
to run."
Giovanna Chmielewski, a
senior and English major at
AASU, was a newcomer to run
ning in a 5k.
"I've never run a 5k before,"
she said. "This is my first run,
and I thought going through
the school was a good way to
ease into it."
"I just wanted to do some
thing with and for my' school,
so here I am."
Not only did the race provide
people with an opportunity to
support AASU, but it allowed
them to kick-start a healthy
running habit. It also provided
an opportunity for graduates
of AASU to stay involved with
their old school.
"I just love to run, and this is
a great opportunity to run for
a good cause," said graduate
student Giles Gonnsen. "Why

wouldn't you do that?"
The crowd seemed to share
in his enthusiasm for running
because they all seemed eager
to hit the pavement as the start
of the race approached.
With a cheer from the crowd,
the race commenced at exactly
8:15 a.m. The park got quieter
after that, and the most domi
nant sounds were those of hun
dreds of feet slapping against
pavement and "The Long Run"
by the Eagles playing in the
background.
The crowd ran around For
syth Park escorted by Savan
nah-Chatham
Metropolitan
Police cars and motorcycles.
Some people ran the en
tire race while others strolled
along, but all made it to the
finish line. As promised, water
and healthy snacks such as ba
nanas were served to the run
ners at the finishfine.
Alsoawaitingtheparticipants
was a Leopold's Ice Cream cart

Oct.l

vs. Francis Marion
#•

Oct. 2

Participants of the 5k enjoy a generous sample of a pineapple sorbet with cran
berry swirls on the morning of Sept. 25. This special flavor was created by Leo
pold's General Manager Jennifer Klahr to help celebrate AASU's 75th birthday.

passing out generous samples
of the special flavor that they
created for AASU's 75th birth
day, "Pirate's Treasure." Leo
pold's General Manager Jen
nifer Klahr and Special Events
Coordinator Rob Townsend
were passing out the newflavor
themselves.
They chose to create a pine
apple sorbet with cranberry

swirl to imitate the AASU col
ors using fresh ingredients.
The sorbet was a blend ofsweet
and tart that seemed to please
everyone's taste buds. This an
niversary flavor will be avail
able for purchase at Leopold's
Ice Cream on Broughton Street
for a limited time.

Hie women's volleyballteam
went on the road Sept. 24-25
to battle the Augusta State
Jaguars and the number-one
seat holders, the Montavello
Falcons.
The Falcons remain unde
feated in the Peach Belt Con
ference after a 3-0 victory over
the Pirates on Friday, Sept.
24.
Senior Gwen Clarke had a
team-high of nine kills in the
match with freshman Jessica
Santaniello trailing right be
hind with eight kills.
The Pirates traveled to Au
gusta on Sept. 25 to play Au

gusta State, who came back
from losing two sets to beat
the Pirates 3-2. This brings
them to a 7-7 overall record
this year and a record of 1-3 in
the Peach Belt Conference.
Though this match was a
loss for the Pirates, AASU
placers reached season and
career highs during the course
of the ifiatch. The Pirates man
aged to get a season high of
18 blocks while battling the
Jaguars. Sophomore Amanda
Jones achieved a career high of
17 kills, higher than any other
player on either team during
the match.
Sophoinore Brittany Wolf
reached a career high of 13

blocks in the match. Wolf isthe
first player to have that many
blocks in a match since the Pi
rates played Puerto Rico-Rio
Piedras in 2005. Junior Stacey
Davis also finished the match
with a season high of 21 digs.
Even though the Pirates lost
last weekend, AASU volleyball
coach William Condon plans
to do a few things differently
to prepare for future matches.
"I was very pleased with
their attitude last week," he
said. "A lot of players came in
early before practice to work
on some things. But we are
having to do some things dif
ferently just because we are
short some players right now

due to injuries."
Condon said he feels confi
dent in the talent on this year's
team. However, he knows that
the team will have to play to
gether and become more fa
miliar with the strengths of
everyone on the court.
"We know that we are play
ing four players who either
were not on the team last year
or had limited playing time.
So, it just takes time for them
to learn how to play together,"
he said.
"We see flashes of brilliance,
and periods where we are
dominant. Our problem has
been sustaining; it for a whole
match and performing at all

Oct. 5

at West Georgia

Soccer:

Tough break for Pirates in last weekend's volleyball matches
By Chip Dudley

vs. UNC Pembroke

Oct. 2

facets of the game at the same
time."
Condon plans to work on
these aspects of the game dur
ing practice. Blocking and out
hitting other teams is a large
part of t he strategy, but skills
should work together to wins
games.
"For example, against USC
Aiken, we outhit them by
.08, and out blocked them,"
he said. "Usually, when you
do those two things you win
matches, but we could not
serve, and it cost us the match.
So we go back to practice and
try and turn that weakness
into strength."

Oct. 6

at GCSU

Pirates finish 4th at Flagler sjayjennison Memorial
Courtesy of Sports
Communications

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - The
AASU men's golf t eam shot a
final-round 295 on Tuesday,
Sept. 28, to finish fourth at
the Jay Jennison Memorial,
hosted by Flagler College, at
the Palencia Club in St. Augus
tine, Fla.
Play in the tournament
was shortened to 36 holes
after rains halted play in the
first round on Monday, Sept.
27. When play resumed the
following morning, seven
schools completed their first
round and then the second
round began. USC Beaufort
emerged from the 15-team

field as the champion with a
592 score, followed closely by
host Flagler (593), Valdosta
State (595) and AASU (6 00).
Rollins (604) rounded out the
top five.
Senior Ridge Purcell shot a
second consecutive, one-overpar 73 on Tuesday to finish
tied for second individually,
a career-best performance.
Purcell carded a two-over-par
146 for the tournament, just
three strokes behind individ
ual champion Jon Pannone of
USC Beaufort.
Freshman Travis William
son shot an even-par 72 and
claimed his first collegiate Top
10 finish with a 148 total, tying

for ninth place. Sophomore
Tyler Erickson shot a oneover-par 73 to finish tied for
20th with a 151total.
Sophomore Matt Motes shot
a second-round 79 to finish
tied for 42nd with a 157 total,
while senior Parker Gordon
shot a 77, on Tuesday to also
finish tied for 42nd with a 157
total, rounding out AASU's
score.
AASU will wrap up its fall
season on Oct. 11-12 at the
Mizuno Savannah Intercol
legiate, hosted by Georgia
Southern University at the
Savannah Quarters Country
Club in Pooler.

t's not just a student newspaper.
It's your newspaper.

Tiir
I HL

INKWELL
Get involved. Get published.
E-mail chief.inkwell@gmail.com

<|y Sports Recap
ny Hodges

Volleyball:

Men's Cross Country:

Golf:

Sept. 24 at Montevallo L
3-0

Sept. 25 at Citadel Cross
Country Invitational, eighth
place

Men's Golf:
Sept. 27 & 28 at Flagler
College Men's Invitational,
fourth place.

5 at Ga.
restem State W 2-0 Sept. 25 at Augusta State

Sfil

Men's Tennis at Georgia Tech
Invitational in Atlanta

AASU Sports Trivia Answers
1. Mikk Irdoja was the top-ranked singles player for
the Pirates.
2. The Pirates have earned six straight PBC tourna
ment titles.

atterson has been
the Peach B elt
ipce's women's
iefensive Player of

3. Pedro Scocuglia is only freshman on the 2010-11
men's tennis team.
4- Simon Earnshaw enters his 12th year as the head
coach of the tennis teams.
5. 2009.

J
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Sept. 30: HOLA presents Latin Heritage Salsa Night at 4 p.m. in the Student Recreation Center.

ARTS
&
ENTERTAINMENT;
.mi

Oct. l: Brazilian Waves and Carnival D'Brazil will perform in the Fine Arts Auditorium at 7 p.m.
Oct. 5: Campus Union Board presents Daniel D. at 7:30 p.m. in the Ogeechee Theater.

AASU art exhibit takes students around the world
'Longitudes and Latitudes' open through Oct. 12
Eric Roberts
Staff reporter

Each day, crowds of stu
dents shuffling to the next
class or home will inevi
tably pass by the various
bulletin boards on campus
stuffed with colorful arrays
of study abroad sign-up
sheets.
Some may see opportu
nity, and some may just see
pretty cqlors. However, it'd
be difficult to say if anyone
gets to feel the true essence
of a foreign country from
these papers' stock photos
and brief descriptions.
AASU's art department
plans to fix that.
This fall, AASU will open
its doors once again to the
study abroad art project
"Longitudes and Latitudes:
Stories from Abroad."
For the past few years, the
university has hosted the
event in hopes of broaden
ing the scope of those who
haven't done much in the
way of traveling.
The show originated
three years ago in an at
tempt to showcase the var
ied artworks from the study
abroad students in the artsfocused Argentina unit.
The students would travel
into the country, learning
to work with various artis
tic methods and mediums
in addition to doing their

»Jiotos courtesy <

Left: The Longitudes and Latitudes exhibit features a digital print of Cristina Morales. The exhibit also features this work entitled "Yagua Resa."

schoolwork.
made a very nice mix."
"Unfortunately, we have
The pieces from the shows
From weaving to pottery, some misconceptions about
were all inspired abroad from Italy to Singapore, the foreigners in this country,"
and were meticulously Fine Arts Gallery is* filled said contributing artist
crafted for the event.
with pieces of various ori Stephanie VanGeel. "I think
This year, as a change of gins and styles.
it's important that people
pace, the show is exhibit
In the display room, stu understand that they have
ing pieces from not just the dents command their own all the same ideas and goals
Argentina group, but from sections, arranging their that we do. They have these
students in various other own specific selection of great ideas of Americans as
study abroad programs. artistic pieces and arrange being wonderful, and we've
Though not limited to Ar ments..The walls and podi- had these terrible ideas that
gentina, the principles re ums are filled with droves these foreigners are not."
main the same: students of artfully crafted ceram
"I think it's really im
who have traveled in the ics, paintings and photo portant that people get out
last year will present pieces graphs of all shapes and there, even if it's just to a
based on and inspired by sizes, drawing interest to local museum or art exhibit
their journeys.
every nook and cranny of like this, so they can see it's
"Now we've kind of the room.
just about the same wher
opened it up," said Rachel
But it's not all just about ever they go," she said.
Green, AASU professor the aesthetic. At its core,
An ideal chance for. this
and director of the study the "Longitudes and Lati comparison comes from
abroad Argentina unit. "We tudes" show has been set another contributing artist
have European countries. up in an attempt to give Marina Marinova. Origi
We have South American AASU's students a better nally from Bulgaria, Ma
countries. We have Asian look outside of t he conven rinova operates in her own
countries - and I think it's tions of America.
form of study abroad pro

ery

gram in America, occasion
ally returning to her home
country.
"They invited me to be
part of t he show," she said.
"They asked me to partici
pate so I could give the per
spective of an international
student that has come to
actually live here."
For the show, Marinova
created a series of seven
digital prints depicting se
lect shots of an abandoned
village near her home area
in Bulgaria. She handpicked

her pieces in an attempt to
show a very real emotion
and personal history from
her country that might not
be recognized here.
"I was around two when
the communists fell in my
country," Marinova said.
"My parents, my grandpar
ents - I mean, everybody
before me was under the
communist regime, and I'm
one of the first to break out
of it and get involved with
democracy."
"What inspired me was
that something ruined,
something from before,
something old, can still be
presented as an art form,"
she said. "It can still have
beauty that it collects even
though people may pass
around it like it's ugly.
For me, being here - be
ing in another country makes me respect and like
the things that I had back
home, even the small, dirty
things. Even the dust, to
me, is pretty."

"Longitudes and Latitudes" is open in the F ine Arts Gal
lery until Oct. 12, with a special gallery reception at noon on
Wednesday, Oct. 6.
The Fine Arts Gallery is open from 9 a.m. t o 5 p .m. o n
weekdays.
Call 912-344-2801 from noon to 3 p.m. weekdays for in
formation.

Percussive dance group rattles the stage
Step Afrika performs in the Fine Arts Auditorium
By Shawn Evans
Staff Reporter

On Thursday, Sep. 23,
AASU hosted a breathtak
ing event that won't soon
be forgotten. The energetic
members of Step Afrika
shook the floor of the Fine
Arts Auditorium with their
intense step routine.
The night started rather
quietly. After the major
ity of the audience mem
bers found their seats, the
screening of a brief docu
mentary "Many Steps" was
provided courtesy of AASU.
The film detailed the histo
ry and style of the art form
known as stepping.
To many, stepping is
just seen as another type
of dance featured in music
videos or some recent films.
Contrary to this, stepping
actually has an enormous
history and immense cul
tural impact.
As audience members
learned from the film, step
ping first originated in the
early 20th century Afri
can-American fraternities
and sororities. These step
formations were done on
college campuses as social
events that strengthened
their communities.
After the screening, the
members of Step Afrika
took to the dark.stage as sil
houettes, teasing the crowd
with a few brief maneuvers
and following up with their
own description of stepping
and what it means to them.
"It's a highly energetic,
polyrhythmic, percussive
dance form," said Mfoniso
Akpan, assistant artistic
director and performer of
Step Afrika. "It started with
African-American fraterni

ties and sororities but has
since developed into step
ping with the use of popculture and military influ
ences."
As the performance con
tinued into the night, Ak
pan and the rest of Step Af
rika proved that this was no
ordinary show. Stomping
their way into the hearts
of the audience members,
they used their moves and
energy in conjunction with
positive messages and
crowd interaction to craft
an overwhelming and up
lifting atmosphere.
"It's a really powerful
dance form," Akpan said.
"It's great to see the pro
gression of it. It is growing
as an art form, and it really
reaches across any gender,
racial or age barriers."
One glimpse at the di
verse crowd packing the
seats in the auditorium
would prove her right. .
"Stepping is important to
the community," said AASU
student Thomasina McAl
lister. "It provides new
interests to people, helps
keep them off the streets
and also helps us come to
gether and be positive."
McAllister has a bit of a
background with stepping.
"I've been stepping for
six years. I used to step at
my church," she said. "I
used to dance and got into
stepping because they're
related, and I wanted to try
something new. I think it's
interesting because it's ba
sically making music wi,th
just your body."
Another AASU student,
Temberly Mitchell, agreed.
"It's very interesting and
fun to watch," she said. "It
gives people more things to

do because it's not a nor
mal sport or activity and
has plenty of culture be
hind it."
The company travels ex
tensively throughout the
year. Between the months
of August and June they
tour to over 50 cities. De
spite this strenuous sched
ule, the group members
still have to find time for
practice.
"We must find time to
rehearse whenever we are
off or even on tour," Akpan
said. "Our rehearsals are
very intense."
Toward the end of their
performance, Step Afrika
had more than proved their
merit. Showcasing dances
both developed by them
selves and learned, from
other areas of the world,
the group had the entire
crowd cheering and stomp
ing along with their rou
tines.
"We all pull a little bit
from our individual work,"
Akpan said. "We also
do some dances that we

.

arpe

African-American fraternities' traditional dance group, called Step Afrika, performs stepping at Fine Arts Auditorium
during their tour on Sept. 23.

learned in South Africa."
Among those dances are
South African Gumboot
dancing and a peculiar
dance known as Ndlamo,
which originated from the
Zulu tribe.

"It's a cultural exchange
between Americans and
South Africans," Akpan
said. "It is an education of
who we are, an exchange
of food, dances and ways
of life. Everybody under

stands it.
"Language has a barrier
through words, but there is
no barrier with dance."
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Indie-rockers Yeasayer come to Savannah
By Ashley Weil

Students who want indie
music and vibrant l i g h s
m their future can | n d

\r

—

rina

Sunday, Oct. 3. The pro
ducer and fans of the bands
say that this show will be a
must-see.
Ernest Greene, the sole
member of Washed Out
will start the show. He de
scribed his music as a naive
take on dance music. Start
ing out by producing music
in his hometown of Perry,
Greene gained the atten
tion of the music-blogging
world. As word of his music
spread, so did the reach of
his performances. He now
plays all over the country.
Freshman April Femiano is a frequent XM Ra
dio listener. She is always
keeping an ear out for new
and interesting songs and
said she really wants to see
Washed Out.
"I have never seen them
in concert, but I have heard
one or two of their songs on
the radio, and they caught
my attention, and I really
liked it," she said.
The owner and head tal
ent buyer for Wagatail Pro
ductions, Savannah native
Ben Baruch, is producing
the show. He said that this
is one of the best shows in
die music followers can see
in Savannah all year.
An indie-rock band out of
Brooklyn, N.Y., Yeasayer,

Photo courtesy of Yeasayer

made up of vocalist and
guitarist Anand Wilder,
vocalist and guitarist Chris
Keating, bassist Ira Wolf
Tuton and drummer Jason
Trammell, will be headlin
ing the show.
When asked to describe
their sound, Wilder said
that they simply were
drums, bass, vocals, sounds
and guitar.
Yeasayer
incorporates
sounds of African and
Middle Eastern music into
their repertoire. When they
worked on their first al
bum, they were inspired by
a lot of Bollywood sound
tracks as well as West Af
rican compilations. After
their first album, their mu

sic progressed. Wilder said
they moved into music with
more global sounds and a
broader dance appeal.
Yeasayer has never played
a show with Washed Out
before, but Wilder said the
band looks forward to it.
Baruch said Washed Out
and Yeasayer are going to
begin a tour together to
ward the end of September.
He is confident, being a fan
of both of these bands, that
this is an indie duo perfor
mance people will not want
to miss.
"All of their current mu
sic is some of my favorite
music out right now," he
said. "The fact that they are
touring together right now

is a huge deal for indie-rock
bands."
Yeasayer's set for the
evening will be filled with
a lot of songs off their new
album "Odd Blood," a few
songs off of "All Hour Cym
bals," as well as the song
"Tightrope" from the "Dark
Was the Night" compila
tion CD.
College students are look
ing forward to this show.
"I'm excited about the
performance," said AASU
sophomore Beau Dickensheets. "I heard great
things. Can't wait to see it
happen in Savannah."
One of Dickensheet's co
workers who attends Sa
vannah College of Art and

Design has been getting
him pumped for the show.
This is Yeasayer's first
performance in Savannah,
even though Trammell is a
graduate of SCAD. Wilder
said it would be a kind of
homecoming for the drum
mer.
"We actually had the
choice between a day off
and a show in Savannah,
and we all were like 'Hell
yeah! Savannah. That's
awesome,"' Wilder said.
Although Trustees The
ater does have seating,
Wilder says it's harder to
get energy from people
while they are sitting down.
He hopes people will get up
and dance.'
Even
though
Wilder
has not played here yet,
he is counting on Savan
nah to bring more energy
than Georgia's capital city,
where Yeasayer has played
before.
"If the Atlanta crowd has
any indication, I feel like
the Savannah crowd should
be just as good, if not bet
ter, because of all the crazed
art school students who
come out to Atlanta to see
us, and they're going wild
in the audience," he said.
"So hopefully it'll be just as
energetic. I hope people are
ready to bring the party."
*

I thought "Devil" would
be the kind of movie where
I could just sit back and tear
down. I thought there would
be glory in the kill, but this
flick just left a terribly bitter
taste in my mouth.
I still can't type the plot
without a sigh and a frus
trated tongue-click. There
are five people trapped in an
elevator; one of them is the
Devil.
It may sound pain
fully simple, but the story
throughout is so exaggerat
ed and ludicrous, if anyone
but the creator of "The Sixth
Sense" had proposed it, he
would be promptly fired and
blacklisted.
Every time I saw this trail
er in the theaters, like clock
work, people everywhere
would guffaw. And who

could blame them?
After all, this plot's basic
premise relies entirely on us
believing that the enemy of
all that is good in the uni
verse has nothing more sig
nificant to do with his time
than to mess around with a
handful of people in an of
fice building.
Unfortunately, the plot is
only the first hurdle that au
dience members will be ex
pected to vault over for this
movie.
The second, and possibly
the most damning obstacle,
is that this director John
Eric Dowdle seemingly ex
pects every single audience
member to be a ferocious
believer in the supernatural.
More specifically, Dow
dle really expects you to be a
Christian, and I'mnot talking
a run-of-the-mill Christian
- I mean he really expects

you to be a Bible-thumping,
evangelical Christian.
Everyone else, to a degree,
is going to be pretty alien
ated. There's no ambiguity
about which devil this movie
refers to - from beginning
to end, people are clutch
ing prayer-beads, rubbing
rosaries, chanting Spanish
prayers, etcetera, etcetera,
you get the idea.
According to the movie,
the Devil is real and active.
If you don't already believe
that, this film won't con
vince you.
The entirely logical pro
gression for explaining the
Devil is this: a single frame
of static appears on the el
evator camera and a signifi
cantly religious guard's toast
falls jelly-side-down, which
he claims is impossible,
therefore proving the Devil's
presence.

Nobody says anything to
the contrary.
"Devil" just doesn't live
up to its paranormal thriller
label. Everything is too stale
and unbelievable.
It's possible to attain sus
pension of disbelief for this
kind of thing, but the story
really has to earn it, and this
movie just doesn't.
With an inspired writer
and a talented cast and,
crew, great stories can be
woven from the fabric of the
unknown. There are tons
of supernatural thrillers to
prove it - "The Exorcist"
and "Paranormal Activity"
just to name a few.
Unfortunately,
"Devil"
isn't the product of pas
sion; it's just a dull piece of
overzealous trash with poor
acting, amateur cinematog
raphy, cornball moralistic
writing and neglected op-

portunity for tension.
But as terrible as it was,
I'm of the conviction that
this team does truly contain
some strong insight on the
devil - from intro to cred
its, I felt like I was surely in
hell.

• i
1.5 out of 5 stars
A Media Rights Capital &
Night Chronicles production
Written by M. Night Shyamalan.
Directed by John Eric Dow
dle.
Starring Chris Messina and
Logan Marshall-Green.
Rated PG-13 for violenceand
disturbing images, thematic
material and some language
including sexual references
and brief nudity.

The Town' steals hearts
By Philip Townley

For those looking for good
comedy, "The Town" does
not deliver.
The film does, however,
offer an onslaught of audac
ity, assault rifles, love and
despair - all the while cling
ing to a community's hope to
rise above a town linked to
bank robbers.
Ben Affleck directs The
Town" andstars as lead char
acter Doug MacRay. While I
never really think about Af
fleck as a director he bnngs
together many of the ele
ments I would want to see m
an action-drama - one that
heavy on the action.
The plot is pretty basic. AfJJobbing a bank, MacRay
checks on the witness who
one
m a y bhPe aable
b l eto
t identify
d t h

of his group maltes3, ai
J
fall m iove^ ac
business

SLtiedbs.ayin.Many
of the standard cliches apP'

i'mnna the formulaic ac-

tion scenes, there are the
gratifying car chases, clever
criminals and driven de
tectives. In one scene, the
robbers even kick back at a
barbecue while the police
photograph them.
Yet Affleck did not limit
this film to the standards of
a formula action flick. He
managed to add dimension
to the characters and depth
to the concept of a film about
robbers from Charlestown.
It's nearly impossible to
look at MacRay and not em
pathize with him.
Despite the many prob
lems his life, MacRay is a hu
man being just like the rest
of us. We can see his dreams
and his problems and con
nect with his situation, even
though we aren't criminals.
Some of the other charac
ters however, such as James
Coughlin, played by Jeremy
Renner, and Fergie, played
by Pete Postlewaithe, seem
to have embraced the situ
ation - or their positions
- which cuts them off from

Weekend Music
On Friday, Oct. 1, the
electronic-jam-trance band
Emancipator will play at Live
Wire Music Hall on Bay Street
at 10 p.m. The cover for this
event is $10.
From Friday, Oct. 1, to
Saturday, Oct. 2, Muse Arts
Warehouse on Louisville
Road presents Hip Hop on
the Rocks. This two day event
will feature performances
by local artists, such as 1st
Klass, Stone Rejects, Niche,
Word of Mouth, Howler,
Dope Sandwich, Mass
Plastic, and Kid Sycand
Brandy Wine. Both shows
start at 7 p.m. The cover is $4
per event or $6 for both.
On Saturday, Oct. 2.,
Midway Charmers will
perform at the Jinx at 127 W.
West Congress St. at 8 p.m.
Cover to be announced.
On Tuesday, Oct. 5, at 8
p.m., country-punk musician
Brian McGee will p erform
at The Sentient Bean on
Park Avenue. The suggested
donation for this event is $5.

And Movies

Watching 'Devil' feels like hell
By Eric Roberts
Staff Reporter

Stay
Entertained,
in Savannah

that empathy.
This is not a bad thing. It
drives the focus onto MacRay and into a heist I never
could have contemplated something that I refuse to
spoil. Yet in these audacious
heists we see the elements
of control that should take
this movie to the top of the
charts.
The , movie is just open
enough to give us what we
expect: to see it and enjoy
it. If someone watches this
movie to derive a message of
redemption, "The Town" can
Photo courtesy of Warner Bros.
deliver.
In theaters now, "The Town" centers on the lives of bank robbers, here
If someone prefers drea
pictured on a heist disguised as nuns.
rier themes of separated lov
ers or the repercussions of
revenge and the consequent, ••• •
es of crime, then "The Town"
4 out of 5 stars
Based on the novel "Prince
can deliver that too.
A Warner Bros. Pictures of Thieves" by Chuck HoSo yes, I wholeheartedly production
gan.
recommend "The Town."
Directed by Ben Affleck
Rated R for strong vio
It is perhaps the best heist
Starring Ben Affleck, Re lence, pervasive language,
movie of the year and well becca Hall, Jon Hamm and some sexuality and drug
worth paying to see now in Jeremy Renner
use.
stead of waiting for its re
lease to DVD.

On Friday, Oct. 1, the film
"The Social N etwork" hits
theaters. The movie tells the
story of Facebook creator
Mark Zuckerberg. The movie
not only tracks the climb of
the website to mainstream
America but also follows
the personal and financial
battles Zuckerburg faced
to reclaim the reign of his
online empire. The movie is
based on the book "The Ac
cidental Billionaires"by Ben
Mezrich.
Also on F riday, the thriller
"Let Me In" hits theaters.
Directed by Matt Reeves,
the movie depicts the bond
between a young boy, who is
cruelly bullied by his peers,
and a vampire girl.

On the Town
On Thursday, Sept. 30, at 7
p.m., Co-La1) on East Broad
Street will host JAM-0-RAMA,
an open forum jam session.
This event is free and open to
the public.
On Saturday, Oct. 1, at 8 p.m.,
comedian Brian Regan will
perform at the Johnny Mercer
Theatre at 301W. Oglethorpe
St. Regan's self-aware style is
described as generally steering
away from off-the-cuff humor.
Tickets start at $39.50.

Kicking Back
This month marks the
release of the book "The
Daily Show with Jon
Stewart Presents Earth (The
Book): A Visitor's Guide to
the Human R ace" by Jon
Stewart. T he New York
Times describes the book
as a parody that "delivers
wittily framed absurdities in
a sweetly deadpan way."
Also this month, David
Sedaris releases a new
book, "Squirrel Seeks
Chipmunk: A Modest
Bestiary." His illustrated
novel shares truths through
animal-themed tales,
where the subjects are
anthropomorphized to elicit
humor.
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Students cut the rug at salsa lessons
By F. Reese Shellman III
Copy Editor
copy.inkwell@gmail.com

On Tuesday, Sept. 28, at
4 p.m., the Student Recre
ation Center hosted Latino
Heritage Salsa Night. The
event was a part of His
panic Outreach Leadership
at Armstrong's Latino Heri
tage Week.
The event attracted about
40 students who gathered to
dance to the Latino beats.
AASU student Ashley
Cotron said she was inter
ested in learning to dance
salsa because it was differ

ent from the jazz or hip-hop
with which she is familiar.
"I'm a dancer, and I've
never done salsa," she said.
EmilioRene Garcia, a
founding member of His
panic fraternity Phi Iota
Alpha, taught the lesson.
He coached the students
in turns, rock-backs and
the basic steps of the dance
along with Joan Montanez,
a fitness instructor at the
Student Recreation Center.
The hour-long lesson
started with the students
lining up to practice steps.
It seemed repetitive until

they broke up into groups
and the Latino music blast
ed.
Yolanda Perez enjoyed
the lesson.
"It's my culture," she
said.
Perez, who is Puerto Rican, said that she has often
danced salsa, but no one
has ever explained it to her
step-by-step.
"We all have our own
unique styles when you've
been dancing for a while,"
she said. "It's still fun."
Jesus Arroyo, president of
HOLA, participated in the

workshop. He was pleased
at the overall event and a
chance to salsa.
"I think it's happiness,"
he said. "When I dance it,
it makes my problems go
away."
HOLA is hosting another
session for students who
missed the first lesson on
Thursday, Sept- 30.
The entire crowd was en
thusiastic about learning
to dance when they arrived
and were not disappointed.
This was little surprise to
Arroyo.
"Life is a dance," he said.

Left: Joan Montanez and EmilioRene Garcia dance salsa step by step Sept. 28
during an HOLA-sponsored salsa lesson in the Student Recreation Center.
Right: Paige Joe and James Dow practice salsa dancing during the lesson. •

m

Students dance salsa in t he Student Recreation Center as part of the 2010 Latino Heritage Week on Sept. 28.

MCC | FROM PAGE 1 out in newer buildings. Why

gistical responsibilities.
Samples said the facil
ity will also include a game
room including a pingpong
table. This will obviously
help add to the intended
feel of an ultimate hang
out. Alongside the food
court and gaming area will
presumably be plenty of
tables and seating to invite
students to relax between
classes.
Potentially, the univer
sity will open a theater on
the MCC's first floor as
well, paying homage to the
MCC's past theater facility.
Samples stressed that
this possibility is less cer
tain than the food court
and game room plans, es
pecially in light of the new
Ogeechee Theater in the
Student Union. If opened,
another theater would fur
ther add to MCC's draw for
students to come and re
lax.
Samples and Duran both
confirmed plans are in the
works to renovate the MCC
cafeteria to match the new
Student Union.
"It would certainly be
more inviting to us," said
student Tonya Johnson.
"Most of us want to hang

go to an old building when
there's a nicer, brand-new
one right next door?"
Samples and Duran were
both unsure of when the in
tended renovation will be
gin, but each said that con
struction may start as soon
as this semester.
Even so, the deciding fac
tor will obviously be budget
constraints. The university
has already had to tack on
an additional amount to all
students' mandatory fees
to finance the new Student
Union. Furthermore, other
buildings on campus are
slated for renovation in the
near future, including the
least-recently
renovated
Gamble Hall.
The university is still fi
nancing the cost of keep
ing the building's first floor
open to students and fac
ulty. If nothing else, a de
cision should be made re
garding the building's huge
vacant space by the begin
ning of the next fiscal year
for the university on July
1.
Until then, the space will
continue to be used inter
mittently by various clubs,
classes and other groups as
needed.

;

Photos by Hank Sharpe

Students prepare for salsa dancing lessons with the HOLA club in th e Student Recreation Center Sept. 28.
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live bands even when smoking
outside.
"I don't think the new law
will affect any individual music
venues too badly," said Daniel
Robertson Jr., owner of Live
Wire Music Hall. "I'm a nonsmoker myself, but people that
choose to go into bars do so
at their own risk. My custom
ers that want to stand outside
to smoke will be standing on
the edge of the road and in the
road. How will this law be en
forced?"
This will cause problems if
smokers are standing in the
road on River Street, as this
also breaks the law.
"It's going to be a huge mess,"
Robertson said.
Enforcing the law will be like
tiying to enforce the speedlim
it. Some people will get caught
but many people will get away
with it.
"The extra cigarette butts
will go into the sewers and
into "the .Savannah River,"
Robertson said. "The river is
already polluted en ough. The
city should provide businesses
with cigarette butt receptacles.
Why should I have to spend my
money to pay for the cleanup
of cigarette butts when t he in
crease in pollution will ,be the
city's fault?"

make decisions for the stu
dent body and always made
time to speak to students.
"McNeil would rearrange
her schedule to hear stu
dents' concerns," Grayson
said.
McNeil's love of the stu
dent body inspired her in
her favorite project - the
construction of the Student
Union. She knew that stu
dents needed a larger struc
ture than just the Memorial
College Center.
"This new Student Union
is what they have needed
for a long time," McNeil
said.
Grayson said that facili
ties like the Student Union
were McNeil's mark on the
campus and that her de
votion to AASU's student
population is unquestion
able.
"She really cares about
the students," Grayson
said.

any money.
"I fear the same thing will
happen here in Savannah,"
Warnekros said. "I could be
wrong. We'll see what hap
pens."
"Since it's happening New
Year's Day, it'll probably slack
off a little," said Scott Johansen, one oftheJinx's bartenders.
"There's a small percentage of
people that come toshows that
are happy about it. There'll be
more conflicts on the street."
Smokers who won't be able
to smoke inside anymore might
decide to driveoutside city lim
its so theycan smoke in a bar.
"It'll cause more DUIs," Johansen said. "Eventually it'll
work itself out."
"When bands play in non
smoking venues, people will go
outside to smoke," sajd Amy
Stafford, the owner of The
Wqrmhole. "Less people will
be listening to bands because
they'll be outside smoking. Be
fore, smoke was contained in
side bars. Now it poses a prob
lem. It's going to make it ugly."
Stafford used to be an artma
jor at AASU and became so in
volved in the music scene that
she decided to open avenue.
Stafford said she's going t o
build a patio with speakers
outside her venue so smokers

Classified
Apartment

Newly remodeled large
efficiency apartment
$275 deposit. $550 a
month all-inclusive except
telephone and internet.
10 minutes from down
town or Southside. Quiet
and safe.
912 236-2997 or 912 6586100

Jazz Fest closes strong
By Ben Clough

Since the start of the
Savannah Jazz Festival in
1982, Savannah has pro
duced one of the most im
pressive jazz events in the
country.
The festival ran from
Sept. 19 to Sept. 25. The
venues for the jazz festi
val were scattered about
downtown Savannah.
The main concert was
performed
at
Forsyth
Park's new amphitheater
on Sept. 25.
Xavier Booker and Lau
rence Sweendell travel
from Los Angeles every
year to enjoy the festival.
A ja zz lover and musician,
Booker appreciates what
Savannah does for the jazz
community, although he
said there is some room for
improvements.
' "I think every perfor
mance during the festi
val should be held here at
Forsyth Park," he said. "It
is too hard for there to be
a consistent attendance
throughout the week when
bands are playing at differ

ent hotels and other ven
ues around the town."
Booker said the festival
probably would have better
attendance if it were held
over two weekends. That
way, the events could all be
held in Forsyth Park.
This
year's
turnout
wasn't exactly a disap
pointment. On the closing
day, the park teemed with
listeners of a ll ages.
The crowd started danc
ing as soon as the Army
Signal Corps Swing Band
took to the stage to open
the show.
Staff Sgt. Dana Fischl was
serenaded with applause
as she left the stage after
a cover of Norah Jones'
"Don't Know Why."
"Our mission is to enter
tain and promote goodwill,
rather thaf be to soldiers
overseas or civilians such
as at this event," Fischl said
after the performance.
Next was Philadelphiabased Eric Mintel Quartet.
"We love the people, mu
sic, ghosts, great jazz mu
sicians but mainly the peo
ple of Savannah," Mintel
said. "I hope we get invited

back next year."
Around 7 p.m. members
of the Coastal Jazz Hall of
Fame took to the stage.
Huxie Scott, one*of the
most acclaimed jazz sing
ers to come out of Savan
nah, stole the show with
her cover of "Georgia on
My Mind," which got the
whole park up and sing
ing. '
Throughout the day,
bands performed and more
people gathered to the
park, but the main buzz of
the day was for well-known
jazz group.Spyro Gyra.
Sjjyro Gyra performed
last at the event at 9 p.m.
The group has sold millions
of albums since the 1970s
and is still going strong. By
the time they hit the stage,
the crowd had grown tre
mendously and was excit
ed to hear this jazz fusion
phenomenon. The festival
headliners played a pic
ture-perfect ending to the
evening.

rnoios Dy Sean Bullock
Eric Culberson gives a spot on rendition of Albert Kings classic "Blues Power" in Forsyth Park Sept. 25.

"Georgia" Kyle sings Sonny Boy Williamson's classic "Good Morning Little Schoolgirl" at the Savannah Jazz Festival

